Acute exacerbation of hepatitis due to reactivation of hepatitis B virus with mutations in the core region after chemotherapy for malignant lymphoma.
A 43-year-old Japanese man who was positive for hepatitis B surface (HBs) antigen and HB e antibody, underwent chemotherapy for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. After the chemotherapy he suffered from acute exacerbation of hepatitis because of reactivation of HBV. Recovery was achieved with interferon-alpha, glucagon-insulin therapy, and plasma exchange. Mutations were detected in codons 97, 100, 129, and 131 of the core region of HBV. The peptide encoded from the core region including such mutations possibly had greater antigenicity to induce cytotoxic T cell activity in the host. Core region mutations may be a crucial cause of the acute exacerbation of hepatitis B seen after chemotherapy.